
OpenAtlas
A Database System for the Humanities and Beyond

Alexander Watzinger, Andreas Olschnögger
ACDH-CH Student Session, 13. December 2022

CC-BY-SA 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


OpenAtlas – Alexander Watzinger (Alex)

● Lead developer of OpenAtlas
● Since 2017 at the ACDH-CH
● Loves open source and scientific projects

INDIGO workshop 2021



About OpenAtlas

● Project website: https://openatlas.eu 
● Initiated about 10 years ago by Stefan Eichert
● Mainly developed at the ACDH-CH
● Open source, browser based database software
● Acquire, edit and manage research data

https://openatlas.eu


● With projects from all fields of the humanities
● Mostly historical, archaeological and prosopographic projects
● A lot of synergies between the projects

OpenAtlas Collaborations



OpenAtlas Team



● International standard (ISO)
● Developed by CIDOC CRM Special 

Interest Group
● Specifies classes for entities like 

actor, source, event, place and rules 
how to link them

● Stored in an object oriented network

Model - CIDOC Conceptual Reference Model



● Standard types
● Custom types
● Value types
● Linked open data

○ Wikidata
○ GeoNames
○ Custom, e.g. Viaf, GND

Data enrichment with types and linked open data



● Solely open source technology
● One release about every month
● Close cooperation with users
● High quality

○ Coding standards
○ Tests and coverage
○ Bugs have the highest priority
○ Tools to test data integrity

OpenAtlas Development



Front End

- Andreas Olschnögger
- Studies

Bachelorstudium Software & Information Engineering
Masterstudium Software Engineering & Internet Computing 

- since January 2022 Developer for OpenAtlas

- Moritz Großfurtner 
- Studies

Bachelorstudium Medieninformatik und Visual Computing
- since October 2022 Developer for OpenAtlas

https://tiss.tuwien.ac.at/curriculum/public/curriculum.xhtml?key=46100
https://tiss.tuwien.ac.at/curriculum/public/curriculum.xhtml?key=56290
https://tiss.tuwien.ac.at/curriculum/public/curriculum.xhtml?key=45669


Front End – User Interface for data entry



Front End – Presentation Website

OpenAtlas
Presentation Site

API
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Front End – Presentation Website

…
…
… {

  "@context": "https://…-v1.1.jsonld",
  "type": "FeatureCollection",
  "features": [

{
  "@id":"htt../entity/1521",
  "type": "Feature",
  "crmClass": "crm:E74 Group",
  "systemClass": "group",
  "properties": {
    "title": "'Pagans' on Sardinia"
  },
  "descriptions": [
    …

Presentation Site



Front End – Connec



Front End – Connec



Front End – Shahi Kingdoms Database



Front End – Shahi Kingdoms Database



Front End – OpenAtlas Discovery



Front End – OpenAtlas Discovery



Thank you for your kind attention!

OpenAtlas:
Web: https://openatlas.eu
GitHub: https://github.com/craws/OpenAtlas 

https://openatlas.eu
https://github.com/craws/OpenAtlas

